
In an exclusive interview with Ms. Hala Masaad, General Manager Hazmieh Rotana Hotel, she invited 
tourists to visit Lebanon and to enjoy this unique destination. 

What makes Lebanon a favorite destination for holiday 
makers during Ramadan? 

Lebanon is truly a special destination during Ramadan. This applies 
for holiday makers who are fasting as well as other holiday makers 
wishing to enjoy the summer. During the holy season, the whole 
country is in celebration.Tourists can witness and participate in the 
traditional practice of worshipers going to mosques for prayer and 
then preparing themselves for Iftar. Iftars normally take place in 
restaurants, cafés and tents that are especially made for this 
occasion. You cannot miss the beautiful weather where while 
Muslims and non Muslims can enjoy Iftar with a choice between 
sitting in the open air enjoying the evening with a hubbly bubbly, 
and staying indoors to enjoy a special program. 

Why would Lebanon be a favorite destination to a Muslim 
holiday maker during Ramadan? Why would it be a 
favorite for a non-Muslim holiday maker? 

A Muslim holiday maker looking for a spiritual trip will find everything that he requires for observing the holy 
month. The spirit of Ramadan spreads everywhere. One can pray, relax, dine and have souhour as it is available 
almost everywhere in the city and elsewhere. 

As for the non-Muslim holiday maker, August is the best month of the year whereby the tourist can enjoy the 
sunny days on one of the many beaches and clubs and also save time in the evening for Iftar’s or Souhour’s during 
late hours at night. The city activities don’t stop; one can still go out and enjoy a drink in one of the pubs or 
restaurants. Clubs remain open for the whole month for a good night out especially during the weekends. A 
tourist can make most of his stay by visiting many of the country’s attractions. 

Why would families with children choose to travel to Lebanon during Ramadan for a holiday? 
Does this apply to individual travellers? 

Be it a family on a vacation or an individual traveler, the country offers many activities that can satisfy all tastes. 
During this time, the traveler will have a choice between the many festivals occurring in various areas of Lebanon 
such as Byblos, Baalbeck, Beiteddine and others in small villages such as Batroun, Zouk and others. 

A trip to the beach or the mountains would be a great outing where both families and individuals can enjoy 
activities that would include beach and water activities, sports activities, excursions, eco tourism and other 
specialized trips. In the mountains, apart from exploring the beautiful scenery, a tourist can sense the hospitality 
in different ways, taste the many specialty dishes and live the Lebanese culture. 

What countries of origin are you expecting the majority of Ramadan holiday makers to come 
from? Please elaborate. 

Looking back at the past years, we have seen most of the tourists coming from the GCC countries. For this year, 
we are also expecting tourists and the Lebanese Diaspora from Europe, Africa, USA and tourists coming on short 
trips from neighboring countries such as Syria, Jordan and Turkey as well as Iraq and Egypt. 

What makes Hazmieh Rotana hotel a favorite choice for guests during Ramadan? 

Our hotel is known for its price/quality service and offers. We are a Four star hotel operating according to the 
Rotana standards, offering a personalized service in a friendly way. Our guests feel at home because they 
experience our hospitality in every area of the hotel. They start their day by enjoying our rich and extensive buffet 



breakfast. Then, our staff, who are mostly young and motivated to take the extra mile, assist our guests in making 
the best out of their stay in Beirut. During Ramadan, you will also feel the spirit and enjoy an extensive traditional 
buffet during our daily Iftars either in the restaurant or at the pool terrace where one can taste the oriental menu 
and have a Hubbly Bubbly of choice. 

On the other hand, our location is key as it is in Beirut suburbs nonetheless 10 minutes away from the center. 
Guests can enjoy a calm stay yet be part of the city buzz in just a few minutes. We are close to Galaxy shopping 
mall and the airport. 

What do you expect the average length of stay to be? 

An average length of stay during that period is expected to be between 4 to 5 nights. It is recommended to make 
the trip as part of the weekend. Ideally it’s the best duration as a tourist can see different areas of the country be it 
the day activities or the evening clubbing. 

How would that reflect in terms of cost? Do you have suggestions for travelers on a budget? 

We have special rates for those traveling for the weekend and other packages during Ramadan, overall a traveler 
can budget for a starting rate of US $120 per room with a 10% VAT added to it. 

What attractions can a traveler enjoy while staying at Hazmieh Rotana hotel during Ramadan? 

Guests can ask for our half board and full board packages along with our weekend rates during this time. As our 
hotel is in walking distance from Galaxy shopping mall, guests go for a 10 minutes drive to reach the ABC 
shopping mall or Beirut Souks. Guests can reach the main highway in a few minutes if they chose to visit other 
areas such as Byblos, Jounieh, Cedars, Baalbeck, Jeita and other tourist attractions. 

Do you expect good business during Ramadan this year? How do you think the overall political 
and security conditions in the region will influence travel to your country? 

We have confidence that our situation will get better, we do expect to welcome a good number of tourists as our 
bookings currently show. The situation in Lebanon is stable and safe. Although the situation is dependent on the 
overall regional situation, however, tourists who have been traveling to Lebanon during the past years would 
know that they are able to stay in Beirut without being concerned about anything else but enjoying their trip. 

 


